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CONTACT  

Paul Boden, Executive Director, Western Regional 

Advocacy Project: pboden@wraphome.org 

Tristia Bauman, Senior Attorney, National Law Center 

on Homelessness and Poverty: tbauman@nlchp.org 

Steve Diaz, Deputy Director, Organizing, Los Angeles 

Community Action Network:  steved@cangress.org 

 

 
August 1, 2018 

Updated November 20, 2018  

 
 

Attorney Generalôs Office 

California Department of Justice 

P.O. Box 944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

 

Dear Eleanor and Kelli, 

 
Similar to other communities in Los Angeles County, and across the country, the City of Los 

Angeles lacks sufficient affordable housing and emergency shelter to meet the needs of 

individuals experiencing homelessness.1 Without access to affordable housing and emergency 

shelter, homeless persons in Los Angeles reside in public and private outdoor spaces, leaving 

them vulnerable to a seemingly growing and alarming trend of anti-homeless vigilantism and 

abuse in California.2 

 
As Los Angeles has failed to develop and implement constructive solutions to remedy the cityôs 

unsheltered homeless crisis, fatigued groups of private citizens have engaged in anti-homeless 

intimidation, harassment, and violence in an effort to displace homeless individuals from 

shared public space. Reports we have received throughout the state indicate that private groups 

- ostensibly organized around protecting public safety - often work in concert with local 

governmental actors, such as police, to intimidate, harass, or physically remove homeless people 
 

1 The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authorityôs Homeless Count 2017 Report notes that around 34,189 people 

experienced homelessness on any given night in 2017; 74% of the 2017 homeless population was unsheltered and 

only 26% was sheltered. Per Tent City, USA: The Growth of Americaôs Homeless Encampments and How 

Communities are Responding, a report from the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, California had 

the highest number of reported homeless encampments in 2017, further demonstrating the lack of affordable housing 

and emergency shelter available to homeless individuals in the state. 
2 No Safe Street: A Survey of Hate Crimes and Violence Committed Against Homeless People in 2014 & 2015, a 

report from the National Coalition for the Homeless, reports that the National Coalition for the Homeless has 

documented ñ1,650 acts of violence against homeless individuals by housed perpetrators over the past 17 years 

(1999-2015).ò Of the documented attacks, the majorityð334ðhave taken place in California. 

mailto:pboden@wraphome.org
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and their property from public view. For example, private groups of individuals may partner with 

local law enforcement to evict a homeless encampment from public space without due process of 

law. Moreover, these private citizens often escape any punishment for their harassing, 

discriminatory, or even violent conduct because local law enforcement consistently fails to act 

upon complaints from homeless people and their advocates. 

 
Los Angeles is a place where vigilante activity against homeless people has been documented 

and reported, but to no avail. Homeless persons complaints about this activity have been ignored 

or insufficiently addressed, despite the City of Los Angelesô stated interest in protecting 

homeless individuals from undue abuse. Indeed, the Los Angeles County Human Relations 

Commission is dedicated to addressing ñdivisive attitudes that can lead to inter-cultural tension, 

hate crimes and related violenceò against vulnerable groups, including the homeless population.3 

Therefore, we seek an investigation into the potential civil and human rights violations of 

homeless people in Los Angeles described below. 

 
1. Potential Cyberharassment and Cyberstalking of Homeless Persons by 

Crimebusters Transient Homeless Encampments and Crimebusters of West 

Hills and Woodland Hills Members 

 
Residents of the City of Los Angeles navigate one of the most challenging rental housing 

environments in the country, and many individuals are too poor to afford permanent housing.4 

Los Angeles also lacks sufficient emergency shelter to support those facing homelessness. 

Without access to affordable housing and emergency shelter, homeless individuals resort to 

residing in public and private outdoor spaces. Private citizens fatigued by a lack of governmental 

response to the cityôs unsheltered homeless crisis have formed anti-homeless vigilante groups to 

facilitate the displacement of homeless people from the community. Such anti-homeless 

vigilante groups include the Crimebusters Transient Homeless Encampments (ñCTHEò)5 

and Crimebusters of West Hills and Woodland Hills (ñCWHWHò) groups.6
 

 

 
 

3 Recognizing that the homeless are ñparticularly vulnerable, and often avoid contact with law enforcement,ò the 

Commission has established the Homeless Victim Data Project to ñbuild a comprehensive data collection system 

that will ultimately provide the detailed information necessary to better understand and address crimes against 

homeless individuals.ò 
4 According to the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authorityôs Homeless Count 2017 Report, the ñmedian rents for 

existing housing stock has risen faster than median income over the last 25 years,ò leaving a large portion of vacant 

housing units unaffordable for many individuals in Los Angeles. In fact, Tent City, USA: The Growth of Americaôs 

Homeless Encampments and How Communities are Responding, a report from the National Law Center on 

Homelessness and Poverty, reports that a majority of California renters ñpay more than 30 percent of their income 

on rent, and nearly one third pay more than 50 percent, increasing their risk of housing insecurity and eviction.ò 
5 https://www.facebook.com/groups/2036526946631611/ 
6 https://www.facebook.com/groups/WHWHCS/ 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/2036526946631611/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/WHWHCS/
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CTHE and CWHWH are Facebook-based communities comprised mostly of residents from 

neighborhoods in the San Fernando Valley, including West Hills, Woodland Hills, Canoga Park, 

and Winnetka. As of June 26, 2018, CTHE, established in 2017, has 2,706 members, and 

CWHWH, established in 2016, has 9,632 members. 

 
The shared mission of the online forums is to ñmake our neighborhoods a safer place to live and 

help protect each other.ò7 To actualize the goal of fortifying community safety and general 

wellbeing, the forums function as spaces for crowdsourcing crime-related news. CTHE and 

CWHWH assist ñresidents and community members in having one central placeò to share 

photographic and videographic evidence of suspicious activity and criminal acts.8 While the 

forumsô purported objective of increasing community security is arguably benign, the forumsô 

actual function is to facilitate anti-homeless cyberharassment and cyberstalking, and/or the 

use of electronic communication to annoy, threaten, or harass. 

 
Several of the posts and discussion threads on CTHE and CWHWH discuss homelessness as 

a nuisance and threat to community safety, leading to the digital humiliation, taunting, 

shaming, and derision of homeless persons: 

 
ǒ Members have discussed using extreme means for punishing or displacing homeless 

persons: In a CTHE discussion thread from March 2018, a member discusses the idea of 

installing battering rams on vehicles to respond to homeless individuals walking through 

traffic [see Figure 1 in Appendix]. In another CTHE discussion thread from January 

2018, members suggest several violent tactics for removing homeless persons from 

around a local restaurant: baseball bats, fire hoses, pigeon spike strips, Clorox, stink 

bombs, poison oak, and even ñsugar solution sprayò (ñEvery insect and ant will 

overwhelm them, as they have overwhelmed our communityò) [see Figure 2 in 

Appendix]. Instead of developing constructive solutions for responding to the homeless 

presence in Los Angeles, cruel anti-homeless acts have been considered and threatened. 

 
ǒ Members have spread private and possibly defamatory information about homeless 

persons: In an effort to make members aware of potential community nuisances and 

threats to security, members provide information on homeless persons that is private and, 

often, that casts homeless persons in a negative light. Such information includes names 

and information regarding homeless individualsô identity, criminal records, mental health 

status or treatment history, and history of drug or alcohol dependency. For example, Sean 

Dinse, an LAPD Senior Lead Officer for the Topanga Community Police Station, has 

repeatedly used his capacity as local law enforcement to access and publicize sensitive 

7 https://www.facebook.com/groups/WHWHCS/ 
8 https://topangaareapolicefoundation.wordpress.com/about/board/ 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/WHWHCS/
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information on homeless individuals [see Figure 3, Figure 4, Figure 5, and Figure 6 in 

Appendix]. In one particular case, in response to a member complaining about a 

homeless individual littering [see Figure 12 in Appendix], Officer Dinse shared a 

screenshot of a law enforcement database entry displaying the homeless individualôs 

personal information [see Figure 7 in Appendix]. Such invasions of privacy and use of 

personal information to target and potentially defame homeless people may violate 

existing laws. They also increase homeless personsô general vulnerability to targeted 

abuse, and they help to fortify anti-homeless sentiments. 

 
ǒ Members have captured and shared photographs and videos of homeless persons 

and their property without consent: Several posts in CTHE and CWHWH feature 

photographs and videos of homeless persons and their property. Oftentimes, such posts 

are accompanied with text that associate the homeless individuals with unfavorable 

characteristics (e.g. laziness, uncleanliness, criminality), inciting anti-homeless 

sentiments [see Figure 8, Figure 9, Figure 10, and Figure 11 in Appendix]. While the 

photographs and videos are disseminated with the intent to alert members to suspicious 

activity and criminal acts, the content, instead, invites the violation of homeless persons. 

For example, in a August 2017 CWHWH post, a member accuses a homeless individual 

of littering and shares a series of photographs of the individualôs belongings, including 

his car [see Figure 12 in Appendix]. The member prompts others in CWHWH to 

ñ[n]otice Mr. Perelmanôs license plate.ò The sharing of the photographs with identifying 

information intrudes upon the homeless individualôs privacy and potentially makes the 

homeless person vulnerable to targeted abuse. 

 
In another case, an Admin for the CWHWH group posted a photograph of a homeless 

individualôs car and encouraged members to help them locate the car seemingly for 

displacement [see Figure 13 in Appendix]. Again, such content potentially leaves 

homeless individuals open to targeted harm (in this case, the potential destruction or 

displacement of personal property with help from Sean Dinse, the aforementioned LAPD 

Senior Lead Officer for the Topanga Community Police Station [see Figure 13 in 

Appendix]). Also, the galvanizing effect of the post speaks to the organized, collective 

nature of CTHE and CWHWH. 

 
ǒ Members have generally participated in anti-homeless rhetoric and behavior: The 

members of CTHE and CWHWH regularly engage in digital behavior that degrades the 

homeless population in Los Angeles. Members have referred to homeless people as 

ñ[l]ow life scumò [see Figure 2 in Appendix], ñlemmingsò [see Figure 14 in Appendix], 

and other derogatory names. Members have used images of homeless individuals to 

create and share distasteful memes, including a ñHappy Birthdayò image addressed to 
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Sean Dinse, the aforementioned LAPD Senior Lead Officer for the Topanga Community 

Police Station [see Figure 15 and Figure 16 in Appendix]. In addition, members have 

used the forums to conspire to destroy the property of homeless persons. In one 

discussion thread, one member asks another to ñgroup upò and target an identified 

homeless person by throwing ñhis [expletive] in the dumpsterò [see Figure 17 in 

Appendix]. When members questioned the legality of performing such actions, such 

consideration of legal ramifications were rendered inconsequential (ñI welcome LAPD to 

prosecute meò). 

 
The community safety concerns supposedly motivating such anti-homeless rhetoric and 

behavior are further called into question when considering other content posted in CTHE 

and CWHWH that is violent for the sake of being violent. In one discussion thread, a 

member asks, ñIs there anything that we can do to make these vagrants scared of us 

instead of the other way around?ò [see Figure 18 in Appendix] In response, another 

member comments, ñHa this page went from observe and report to cattle prods and 

firecrackering them in some kind of bum war, Now things are getting interesting lol.ò 

More comments suggesting other ways to incite fear in homeless individuals (e.g. using 

stun guns) are also found in the thread. In a separate discussion thread, in response to a 

post concerned about the presence of a homeless individual in an outdoor public space, a 

member suggests an especially violent solution: ñLynch him!ò [see Figure 19 in 

Appendix] Such anti-homeless sentiments and discussions are not only generally 

ethically questionable, but are also in violation of the groupsô own delineated guidelines: 

the description for CWHWH notes that there is no tolerance for ñany Mean-Negative or 

Inappropriate comments or posts,ò ñShaming,ò or ñRude or Negative Behavior.ò9
 

 
Beyond Facebook, the activities of the online forums have spread and been mimicked in other 

media, including radio: an Admin for the CWHWH group recently shared a link to a local radio 

stationôs web page that encourages local citizens to submit and share photographs as evidence of 

a ñvagrant invasionò in ñLos Angeles and Orange Counties.ò10
 

 
Under Californiaôs criminal law, there are statutes that may define the above activity as 

cyberharassment and cyberstalking, consequently prohibiting such activity.11 While digital  

9 https://www.facebook.com/groups/WHWHCS/ 
10https://kfiam640.iheart.com/content/2018-05-14-how-has-the-homeless-problem-affected-your-neighborhood-send 

-us-photos/ 
11 Section 653.2 of California Penal Code 653.2 prohibits the use of an electronic device to distribute identifying 

information of a person to incite others to harm or harass that person. Section 653m of California Penal Code 653.2 

proscribes a person from making repeated phone calls or electronic communications with the intent to annoy or 

harass another person. Also, Section 422 of California Penal Code 422 criminalizes threats to kill or physically harm 

someone over electronic communication. Content found in CTHE and CWHWH may also constitute defamation, 

libel, and the intentional infliction of emotional distress. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/WHWHCS/
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anti-homeless actions are not physical, such actions still engender a sense of fear in 

homeless persons and contribute to a social climate that justifies conflict and, specifically, 

the victimization of those navigating homelessness. 

 
2. Participation of Local Law Enforcement in the Potential Cyberharassment and 

Cyberstalking of Homeless Persons 

 
In instances where an individual is being subjected to harm, local government actors, especially 

local law enforcement, should be readily available to provide relief. For homeless persons 

victimized by the anti-homeless activity of CTHE and CWHWH, local law enforcement has 

historically not been a reliable source of assistance. In fact, it appears that local law 

enforcement has failed to provide relief for homeless individuals victimized by 

anti-homeless vigilantism because it has supported and contributed to anti-homeless 

vigilante causes. 

 
Both CTHE and CWHWH were founded by Fern Peskin-White, a former member of the West 

Hills Neighborhood Councilôs Homelessness Committee, a board member of the Topanga Area 

Police Foundation, a volunteer with the Topanga Community Police Station, and an Admin for 

CTHE and CWHWH. Peskin-White has repeatedly maintained that CTHE and CWHWH operate 

in collaboration with the Topanga Community Police Station in Los Angeles. In their biography 

listed on the website for the Topanga Area Police Foundation, Peskin-White notes that they 

created a ñFacebook Group for our community called óCrimebustersôò that runs ñwith the help of 

7 Senior Lead Officers from the Lapd Topanga Division.ò12 On CTHE and CWHWH, 

Peskin-White has continued to claim that local law enforcement is in support of and encourages 

the activity of the groups. In one discussion thread, for instance, Peskin-White insists that posted 

content is ñlegalò because ñpolice run this pageò [see Figure 20 in Appendix]. In another 

discussion thread, Peskin-White responds to critics of the officers of the Topanga Community 

Police Station by stating, ñweôve All been so very lucky to have them here as our Admins since 

the day I created this groupò [see Figure 21 in Appendix]. 

 
Some individuals involved with the maintenance of content within CTHE and CWHWH 

are individuals employed by the Topanga Community Police Station: 

 
ǒ Sean Dinse is an LAPD Senior Lead Officer for the Topanga Community Police Station. 

As noted under ñPotential Cyberharassment and Cyberstalking of Homeless Persons,ò 

Dinse has repeatedly used his position as local law enforcement to locate and share 

private and potentially defamatory information on homeless individuals. Of note, Dinse 

 

12 https://topangaareapolicefoundation.wordpress.com/about/board/ 
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has established a pattern of offering sensitive information to the groupsô members upon 

request, demonstrating his active involvement in the anti-homeless vigilante acts of 

CTHE and CWHWH [see Figure 5 in Appendix]. Dinse has operated as an Admin for 

CWHWH in the past. 

 
ǒ Brent Rygh is an LAPD Senior Lead Officer for the Topanga Community Police Station. 

Similar to Dinse, Rygh has participated in posting content within the groups. In one 

particular CWHWH August 2016 post, Rygh shares a post where they caution members 

not to offer money to homeless people, for ñ[i]tôs nearly impossible to tell what kind of 

person you are giving your money to and what they are using it forò [see Figure 22 in 

Appendix]. Such content contributes to a societal narrative that homeless people can be 

deceitful and, generally, dangerous. Additionally, Rygh has confirmed that CTHE and 

CWHWH are products of the united efforts of local law enforcement and Peskin-White. 

In an August 2016 CWHWH post, Rygh writes, ñFern Peskin-White began this group in 

close collaboration with local Senior Lead Officers and worked with us to develop rules 

and practices would be employed before launchingò [see Figure 23 in Appendix]. Rygh 

has operated as an Admin for CWHWH in the past. 

 
Notably, other local law enforcement actors are members of CTHE and CWHWH, including 

Topanga Senior Lead Officer Duc ñDukeò Dao, Topanga Senior Lead Officer Sean Brown, 

LAPD Deputy Chief John Sherman, and LAPD Watch Commander Amira Smith [see Figure 24 

in Appendix]. 

 
Local law enforcementôs participation in sustaining CTHE and CWHWH is disheartening 

because its participation lends legitimacy and authority to the egregiously anti-homeless 

rhetoric and actions found on the online forums. Additionally, local law enforcement should 

be the first line of defense for homeless individuals seeking reprieve from victimization. With 

local law enforcementôs involvement in spaces that facilitate anti-homeless vigilantism, 

homeless individuals are unable to recognize local law enforcement as a dependable arbiter 

of relief. 

 
3. Harassment, Intimidation, and Violence Against Homeless Persons by 

Crimebusters Transient Homeless Encampments and Crimebusters of West 

Hills and Woodland Hills Members 

 
Photographic and videographic content is circulated within CTHE and CWHWH. Such content 

indicates that members have had in-person interactions with homeless individuals involving 

anti-homeless harassment, intimidation, and violence: 
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ǒ Members have verbally abused homeless persons: In several videos featuring in-person 

interactions between homeless individuals and CTHE and CWHWH members, the 

members have engaged in the verbal abuse of the homeless individuals, performing 

name-calling, yelling, and threat-making, among other actions. In one notable CTHE 

video, a member confronts a homeless individual residing on a sidewalk during the 

evening. After inquiring about the status of the homeless individual (via asking, among 

other questions, whether or not the individual is [0:29] ñhighò), the member, around 0:40, 

questions why the homeless individual has not displaced themselves: 

 
Member: So when are you gonna clear all this [expletive] up and get out of here? 

Homeless Individual: Iôm not cleaning nothing. 

Member: Youôre not? But everybody wants you gone. 

 
Following the member invoking those anti-homeless sentiments, the homeless individual 

throws an unidentifiable object onto the sidewalk, inciting the member to aggressively 

and repeatedly order the removal of the item ([1:17] ñPick that [expletive] up!ò). After 

the homeless individual refuses to pick up the item, the member because increasingly 

belligerent, resulting in yelling, more use of expletives, prejudicial name-calling ([1:44] 

ñYou donôt do [expletive]. You [expletive] lay on here on the sidewalk. You donôt do a 

goddamn thingò), and threat-making ([1:32] ñDude, youôre gonna have a problem on 

your handsò; [1:59] ñIôll turn this [expletive] camera off and make sure you pick it upò; 

[2:29] ñMan, you got something coming, boyò). Such verbal abuse indicates that 

anti-homeless rhetoric is being invoked both online and in real time. 

 
The video described above is available here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp= 

sharing. Anti-homeless verbal abuse has been evidenced in other cases involving seniors 

(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FEMUYgEjgCgArj3rOyDa0N1bBO5ltBil/view?usp=sh 

aring) and parents with small children 

(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D0t7BIkEKOI90g_NmFAVcIsTnbOX_G2J/view?usp= 

sharing), regardless of actual or perceived homeless status. 

 
ǒ Members have repeatedly confronted and captured photographs and videos of 

targeted homeless individuals without consent: In addition to documenting one-off 

interactions with homeless individuals, members have also documented repeated 

interactions with specific homeless persons. For example, a homeless person given the 

nickname ñErwinò has been the subject of several photographs and videos posted to 

CTHE and CWHWH [see Figure 25 in Appendix]. ñErwin,ò in fact, is the homeless 

individual being verbally abused in the CTHE video discussed above. Such consistent 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FEMUYgEjgCgArj3rOyDa0N1bBO5ltBil/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FEMUYgEjgCgArj3rOyDa0N1bBO5ltBil/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D0t7BIkEKOI90g_NmFAVcIsTnbOX_G2J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D0t7BIkEKOI90g_NmFAVcIsTnbOX_G2J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gG9GIB_lWasLfELewlM_GVMheJL4iOMu/view?usp=sharing
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interactions with specific homeless individuals that involve the aggressive capturing of 

photographs and videos of the individuals without consent potentially constitute stalking. 

 
Interactions with homeless individuals captured on video and in photographs indicate that 

anti-homeless sentiment and behaviors cultivated in the online communities of CTHE and 

CWHWH are escalating offline; in other words, these online exchanges have material 

consequences. This escalation must be curtailed to avoid serious physical and other harms to an 

already vulnerable population, which is disproportionately comprised of members of 

marginalized groups like people of color and persons with disabilities. 

 
4. Failure of Government Actors to Address Abuse of Homeless Persons 

 
Local governmental actors in the City of Los Angeles have been made aware of the activity of 

CTHE and CWHWH. Yet, local government actors have not taken steps to effectively 

address acts of anti-homeless vigilantism, even with evidence that such vigilantism may be 

supported and sustained by local law enforcement. In fact, in several exemplary instances, local 

government actors have responded to citizen complaints and reports of anti-homeless vigilantism 

with inaction or ineffectual solutions: 

 
ǒ November 2017: An email was sent to an officer of the Topanga Community Police 

Station regarding the anti-homeless content circulated within CTHE and CWHWH. The 

only action taken by the Topanga Community Police Station was the removal of a few 

antagonistic posts. 

 
ǒ November 2017: An email was sent to an officer of the Topanga Community Police 

Station regarding members of CTHE and CWHWH displacing donation bins thought to 

attract the presence of homeless individuals. No response to the email has been provided. 

 
ǒ November 2017: An email was sent to an officer of the Topanga Community Police 

Station regarding the abusive actions of CTHE and CWHWH members. Specifically, 

the email detailed CTHE and CWHWH members aggressively encouraging local 

businesses to displace nearby homeless persons. Instead of offering constructive 

solutions in response, the addressed officer only requested that the author of the email 

identify themselves, and not remain anonymous, in order to have an ñadultò exchange. 

 
ǒ December 2017: An email was sent to the Los Angeles Police Departmentôs Special 

Operations Division regarding the shaming, bullying, and potential stalking of homeless 

individuals facilitated by CTHE and CWHWH. No response to the email has been 

provided. 
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ǒ January 2018: A email was sent to the Los Angeles Police Departmentôs Special 

Operations Division regarding the potential cyberharassment and cyberstalking taking 

place within CTHE and CWHWH. No response to the email has been provided. 

 
ǒ January 2018: An email was sent to the Los Angeles Police Departmentôs Internal 

Affairs Group regarding the potential cyberharassment and cyberstalking taking place 

within CTHE and CWHWH. In response, an investigation into the information the email 

provides was initiated. As of June 26, 2018, no follow-up has been provided on the status 

of the investigation. 

 
ǒ February 2018: An email was sent to an officer of the Topanga Community Police 

Station regarding the potential cyberharassment and cyberstalking taking place within 

CTHE and CWHWH. No response to the email has been provided. 

 
ǒ On separate occasions, calls were made to the Topanga Community Police Station and 

the LAPD to report the anti-homeless vigilante activity of CTHE and CWHWH. During a 

majority of the calls, help was offered but never actualized. 

 
Following several exhibits of anti-homeless harassment, intimidation, and violence, both 

physical and digital, individuals facing homelessness have not been able to rely on local 

government actors to refrain from or protect them from ongoing harm. Local government 

actorsô lacking or ineffective action against anti-homeless vigilantism both allows the 

continuation of anti-homeless vigilante acts and, more generally, establishes the idea that 

anti-homeless rhetoric and behavior are not egregious enough to warrant redress. 

 
While Californiaôs hate crime legislation does not consider homelessness a protected status, 

homeless people often are members of protected classes that have historically been targeted 

for similar forms of harassment, intimidation, and violence.13 In the City of Los Angeles, 

such harassment, intimidation, and violence appear to happen in the form of anti-homeless 

vigilantism, necessitating that homeless individuals of the cityðcitizens of the cityðbe provided 

pathways to relief. 

 
Anti -homeless vigilantism, without consequences from local government actors, not only 

brings harm to those navigating homelessness, but also harms communities by 

deteriorating the relationship between the unhoused and their housed neighbors; 

escalating conflict. In fact, the February 26, 2018 minutes of a West Hills Neighborhoodôs Joint 
 

13 Several homeless individuals who have been violated by CTHE and CWHWH to some capacity have identities 

(e.g. are disabled) that are in fact protected identities, making the documented abuses intersectional abuses. 
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Homelessness Committee board meeting notes that committee co-chair Thomas Booth expressed 

ñconcern about recent trends on social mediaò and asked committee members to ñstep back and 

make an effort to bring both sides together to find solutions for homelessness without inflaming 

community members.ò Additionally, in a March 15, 2018 article from local publication Valley 

Vantage, ñWord on the Street: Homeless Foes Have Gone Too Far,ò local writer Kathleen 

Sterling admonishes those who: ñhide behind their computer screens hurling vitriol out on social 

media,ò when responding to homelessness in Los Angeles. 

 
Furthermore, anti-homeless vigilantism harms the Los Angeles community by staining the 

cityôs reputation among civil and human rights advocates, and undermining the cityôs 

stated effort to secure justice and protection for marginalized and oppressed people. 

 
We ask for an investigation into vigilantism as described above in Los Angeles, and also into the 

growing trend of anti-homeless vigilantism throughout California. We are happy to provide you 

with additional information upon request, and we would welcome a meeting to discuss these 

issues further. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 
Yours truly, 

 
Paul Boden, Executive Director, Western Regional Advocacy Project 

Tristia Bauman, Senior Attorney, National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty 

Steve Diaz, Deputy Director, Organizing, Los Angeles Community Action Network 

Megan Hustings, Interim Director, National Coalition for the Homeless 
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